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EPILOGUE

Norm Crabill

Don’t wait for somebody else to do it!

If you see a need, get busy and do it yourself, as the Guggenheims so aptly did for aviation in the late 1920’s.
They were not the only ones; individual initiatives in aerospace technology have made many significant
contributions to aviation, e.g. the Wright Brothers, the Orteg Prize that motivated Lindbergh, the National Air
Races, the light plane industry that has morphed into business jets, and more recently the Burt Rutan
“StarShipOne”, the first all-civilian foray into space and the winner of the $10 M Ansari X Prize backed by
Microsoft cofounder Paul Allen.

We can’t always depend on the government to unfailingly anticipate future directions for aerospace research
and development. Case in point - the development of jet engines and swept wings was totally ignored in this
country in the late 30’s and early 40’s. These “break-through” technologies showed up in operational German
aircraft in the last year of WW II, and the US had no comparable technology, but luckily our production
resources turned the tide. Again, despite the work of Robert Goddard with liquid fueled rockets in the 1920s
and 1930s, the US was only the second nation to put a satellite into orbit in the 1950s after the Russian
Sputnik.

In the late 30’s, NACA engineer Fred Weick developed his own ideas for a safe and easy-to-fly GA aircraft.
After he left NACA, his Ercoupe appeared just before WW II, and was in mass production after WW II. He
went on to develop safer and more efficient agricultural airplanes, and improved pesticide application technology,
and initiated the design of the Piper Cherokee series of aircraft.

The two recent government programs for improving general aviation, the Advanced General Aviation Technology
Experiments and the Small Airplane Transportation System, were the result of the initiative of a single individual,
NASA engineer Dr. Bruce Holmes, and were a welcome change to government policy. These programs have
shown a path that has already influenced several state-of-the-art new aircraft, e.g. Cirrus, Columbia, and
Diamond, and the Eclipse, Adams, and Honda Jets. The recent SATS demonstration at Danville points the
way to the development of a comprehensive infrastructure to support these types of aircraft; it will be up to the
GA industry to capitalize on these developments.
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So, whether in the government or outside, the influence of individual initiative on the development of aviation
technology has been significant, and will continue to be so, as long as we have a system that recognizes good
ideas when they come along. But history shows that you can’t count on the government to do it all, and the
private initiative system of philanthropy and venture capitalist has and can provide a back-up. In view of the
new national program for manned space flight to the moon and Mars, and the drastic redirection of funding of
aeronautical programs, these private initiatives may become more important than ever for the US to maintain its
lead in aeronautical technology, Philanthropists and venture capitalists – pay attention!
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JGG – A 35 Year History

By Sharon D. Dillon

The Williamsburg-Jamestown Airport’s story is one of struggle and triumph. It all began in 1967 when
Larry Waltrip first asked his parents, Dudley and Mary Waltrip, who owned a construction company, to take
their bulldozers and carve a little airstrip on their 200 acres of clay off of Lake Powell Road so he could learn
to fly.  Larry, his father Dudley C., and his brother Dudley S. (Timmy), began to do just that – carve the runway
with their bulldozers.  In the middle of all this, friends told them “You have to get permits from the State and the
FAA to build and operate an airport”.  This they did, and on July 10, 1969 the senior Waltrips did receive
permission to establish and operate the Jamestown Airport by both the State and the FAA.  Ironically, Larry
did get his private certificate in 1970, but he did his flying at Fort Eustis since he was a member of the Virginia
Air National Guard.

As construction began and word got around, a few neighbors were up in arms. They thought the
airport would not meet safety standards, especially considering the airport approach flew over their neighborhood
and near the Rawls Byrd Elementary School. Some were also fearful that the Waltrips would run a substandard
operation, using the airport as a business loss to decrease their tax burden.

The neighbors formed a committee and filed legal suits to prevent the construction, even going so far as
the Virginia Supreme Court. When that august body found in the Waltrips’ favor, construction continued and
on September 20, 1970 the airport, with a new name, officially opened with a grand dedication ceremony.

Eugene Marlin, of the Peninsula Airport Commission and manager of the Patrick Henry Airport (now
Newport News-Williamsburg International Airport), dedicated the airport and said the Williamsburg-Jamestown
Airport had “nowhere to go but up.”

Richard Coakley, chair of the James City County Board of Supervisors and a former opponent of the
project, said the airport was “one good example of the type of progress James City County has made in the
past 15 years.”Then he and Miss Williamsburg, Mary Lou Bloxom, cut the ribbon to officially open the airport
designated W-70, now JGG.


